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Context: 

•Writing and Project Classes  

• Students – 6.5, 7.0 and 7.5 

• Returners 

•Disciplines: Law, Medicine, Economy, 
Linguistics, Education and TEFL 
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Task Rationale 
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Knowledge and awareness: Abilities and skills:  
 

• Generic, academic, cross-
discipline, and discipline-
specific collocations 

• Word classes  
• Word choice  
• Word order 
• Syntax 

• Independence 
• Autonomy 
• Critical thinking 
• Computer literacy   
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Sketch Engine – ‘Word Sketch’   

 

1. Find 3 research articles in your subject area 

2. Identify keywords  

3. Use the keywords in Word Sketch to form collocations 

4. Check collocations in Concordance (context and syntax)  

5. Identify the collocations in the articles 

6. Use the collocations in your essay  
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TASK – main focus on: 

•Modifies 

•Modifier 

•Object of 

• Subject of 

• Prepositions 
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Discipline Keyword Modifies Modifier Object of Subject of 

Principals 
and 
students 
 

1. satisfaction 
 
 
 
2. curriculum  

satisfaction 
assessment 
 
 
curriculum 
changes (n) 

job 
satisfaction 
 
 
education 
curriculum 

enhance/ 
cause 
satisfaction 
 
develop their 
curriculum  

satisfaction 
comes 
 
 
curriculum 
requires  

Solar 
Energy  

1. shortcoming 
 
 
 
 
2.  collector  

It is a 
shortcoming 
overall that  
 
 
considering 
that a solar 
collector 
system is 
likely to cost 

There are 
some 
fundamental 
shortcomings 
 
solar 
collector  
  

Through 
noting the 
shortcomings  
 
 
collectors 
conceded to 
community 
concerns 

However, 
their 
shortcomings 
still prevail  
 
collectors 
absorb solar 
radiation and 
transfers heat 
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Discipline Keyword Modifies Modifier Object of Subject of 

Law 1. jurisdiction  
 
 
 
 

2. Tribunal  

---------------- 
 
 
 
 

The 
tribunal 
process  

criminal 
jurisdiction 
 
 
 

Ad hoc 
tribunal  

Escape the 
common 

law 
jurisdiction 

 

The 
tribunal 
established 
by 

can invoke its 
jurisdiction 
 
 
 

To be heard by the 
tribunal  

Medicine  1. anastomosis 
 
 

2. scar 
 

---------------- 
 
 

less scar 
formation 
 

extensive 
scar 
tissue 
formation 

------------------- 
 
 

No obvious 
scar.  

---------------- 
 
 

May reveal 
scars 
 

Revealed a 
transvers 
scar. 
 

 

An anastomosis was 
successfully 
formed. 
 
Right neck scar 
passing from 



Follow-up        

5-Minute Presentation: 
 

1. Useful collocations? 

2. Used in the articles? Why yes/not? 

3. Used in their essay? 

4. Their experience…  
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Key words In the table In articles  In the essay  

Court Supreme court The highest 
courtСлайд 10  

Court trial 
Court system  

Principle  General principle General 
principleСлайд 10 

Principle of 
confidentiality 

Dispute  Dispute settlement  Dispute 
resolutionСлайд 11  

Dispute settlement 

Agreement  To make an 
agreement with  

The making of the 
agreement Слайд 
12 

The making an 
agreement  

Case Particular case Contract case 
The case 

Certain cases  
legal cases 

Case law Case lawСлайд 13 Legal cases 

LAW 



Concluding points:  

Useful and Practical? 
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Yes No 
• Successful with Higher Levels 
• Challenging  
• Improves word choice 
• Helps identify useful collocations  
• Practise prepositions, tenses, passive and 

active voice 
• Raising awareness of various discipline-

specific language 
• Develops critical thinking 
• Develops independence and autonomy 
• Enjoyable – exploring disciplines!  

• Time consuming  
• Checking the meaning of words in a 

dictionary – double effort 
• Words not always  available 
 
• Works with students who are 

motivated 
• Management of the task is a 

challenge  



Hands on with ‘Sketch Engine’ 
 

1. Identify 3 keywords used in this article.  

2. Use the keywords in Word Sketch and fill in 
the table below.  

3. Check the use of these collocations by 
looking at the Concordance examples.  
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