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My context:

*A successful Pre-Sessional course

 Well qualified staff
e Course syllabus, management and

resources overviewed
.... but a high failure rate




The failing students
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Initial areas for analysis

 Length of course attended

« Consistency of marking
« Students’ academic performance
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Academic performance

e Structure and organisation

e Register

o Citation

« Grammar, syntax, vocabulary
e Overall task completion
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Students’ profiles

Undergraduates Postgraduates
Age 17 — 27 yrs 22 — 33yrs
Nationality Chinese — 4; Korean —3; | Chinese — 3; Thai — 3;
Iranian — 2; others - 6 others 6
In accommodation 6 =yes; 8=no 6 =yes; 6 =no
First time away from 8 =yes; 7=no 7=vyes;5=no
home




Students’ self-assessments

Average Good Very good
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To summarise:

e 6 may have been successful on a longer
course

* Possible link between performance and
accommodation

« Confidencel/trust

 Engagement




Towards engagem eNntl — external factors

» The market perception

» The applicants’ profile

» Questioning the ‘gold
standard’




Towards engagement

» Justification

» Contextualisation
» A shift of emphasis
» Feedback

- Internal factors

Kingston University [ ondon




Bibliography

Atherton, B. (2006). Balancing Needs: how successful can a Pre-Sessional course be? in Gillett, A.
& Wray, L. (Eds) Assessing the effectiveness of EAP Programmes. London: BALEAP.
www.BALEAP.org

BALEAP. (2005). Guidelines on English Language Proficiency levels for international applicant to UK
Universities, Revised Edition. London: BALEAP.

Banerjee, J. and Wall, D. (2006). Assessing and reporting performances on pre-sessional EAP
courses: Developing a final assessment checklist and investigating its validity, Journal of English for
Academic Purposes, Vol. 5, Issue 1 pp.50-69.

Graham, J.G. (1994). Four strategies to improve the speech of adult learners, in TESOL Journal,
Spring 1994 pp. 26-28.

Hartill, J. (2000). Assessing postgraduates in the real world. In G. M. Blue, J.Milton & J. Saville,
(Eds.), Assessing English for academic purposes (pp.117-130). Oxford: Peter Lang.

Hyland, K. (2006). English for academic purposes: an advanced resource book. London: Routledge
Applied Linguistics.

Larson-Freeman, D. & Long, M.H. (1991) An Introduction to second language acquisition research.
London: Longman.

Ridley, D. (2006). Tracking a cohort of Pre-Sessional students at Sheffield Hallam University, in
Gillett, A. & Wray, L. (Eds) Assessing the effectiveness of EAP Programmes. London:
BALEAP.www.BALEAP.org

Shaw, P. & Liu, E.T-K. (1997) What develops in the development of Second-language Writing?
Applied Linguistics, 19/2, pp 225-254, accessed

www.britishcouncil.org/china-exams-ielts-introduce-score.htm accessed 29/08/08




