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Learner interaction vs teacher involvement 
(based on Bowers, 1980)  

Direct	  teacher	  	  

involvement	  

Indirect	  teacher	  	  
Involvement	  

No	  genuine	  interac>on	  

Genuine	  interac>on	  

Teacher	  	  
presenta>on	  

Supervised	  	  
individual	  	  
seatwork	  

Individual	  self-‐	  
access	  study	  
	  

Teacher	  /	  student	  
ques>on	  and	  
answer	  
	  

Class	  and	  	  
group	  drills	  	  
and	  exercises	  

Individual	  	  
self-‐access	  	  
study	  with	  	  
interac>ve	  	  
(audio)	  support	  

Class	  	  
conversa>on	  and	  	  
discussion	  

Problem-‐centred	  	  
group	  ac>vity	  

Controlled	  	  
simula>on	  and	  	  
role-‐play	  

 

Teacher	  /	  student	  	  
conversa>on	  

Communica>on	  	  
games	  

Student	  /	  student	  
conversa>on	  

Interpersonal	  	  
group	  with	  
teacher	  
as	  member	  

Free	  drama>sa>on	  	  
and	  role-‐play	  

Interpersonal	  	  
group	  without	  	  
teacher	  as	  member	  

Vocab	  learning,	  
quizzes	  &	  
surveys	  

Cooney	  &	  Ceogh	  
(2007)	  

Lan	  et	  al	  	  
(2007)	  Ogata	  &	  Yano	  	  

(2003)	  

JISC	  (2005)	  

Ros	  I	  Solé	  et	  al	  	  
(2010)	  

Pemberton	  et	  al	  	  
(2010)	  

Shakespeare	  Twijer	  
Headway	  

Wise	  Judge	  
Haiku	  

Business	  inteviews	  

Whiteboard	  photo	  

Dic>onary	  

Turkish	  news	  

Tree	  photo	  

Woices	  



 

Advantages	  of	  MALL	  for	  EAP	  learners	  
	  

•  Encourages	  crea>vity	  ✔	  
•  Enables	  social	  rela>onships	  ✔	  

•  Permits	  repeated	  ajempts	  ✔	  

•  Fosters	  self-‐confidence	  ✔	  



 

Advantages	  of	  MALL	  for	  EAP	  learners	  
	  

•  Successfully	  supports	  collabora;ve	  listening	  
and	  speaking	  ac;vi;es?	  

•  Yes,	  but	  star;ng	  outside	  the	  classroom.	  



 

Direct	  teacher	  
involvement	  

No	  genuine	  interac>on	  

Indirect	  teacher	  	  
involvement	  

 

Genuine	  interac>on	  
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Learner interaction vs teacher involvement defined by MALL  
(based on Bowers, 1980)  

MALL-‐defined	  	  
problem-‐centred	  	  
group	  ac>vity	  
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Thank you! 
 
 

Any questions? 



 

Contact 

Simon Williams 
s.a.williams@sussex.ac.uk 


